§35.4145

(b) Your scope of work must also
clearly explain your project’s mile-
stones and the schedule for meeting
those milestones.

(c) Finally, your scope of work must
explain how your board of directors,
technical advisor(s) and “‘project man-
ager’’ will interact with each other.

§35.4145 How much time do my group
or other interested groups have to
submit a TAG application to EPA?

(a) Your group must file your appli-
cation with your EPA regional office
within the second 30 days after the
date the public notice appears in your
local newspaper announcing that EPA
has received an LOI. This second 30-day
period begins on the day after the first
30-day period §35.4115 describes ends.
EPA will only accept applications from
groups that submitted an LOI within 30
days from the date of that public no-
tice.

(b) If your group requires more time
to file a TAG application, you may sub-
mit a written request asking for an ex-
tension. If EPA decides to extend the
time period for applications in re-
sponse to your request, it will notify,
in writing, all groups that submitted
an LOI of the new deadline for submit-
ting TAG applications.

(c) EPA will not accept other appli-
cations or requests for extensions after
the final application deadline has
passed.

§35.4150 What happens after my group
submits its application to EPA?

(a) EPA will review your application
and send you a letter containing writ-
ten comments telling you what
changes need to be made to the appli-
cation to make it complete.

(b) Your group has 90 days from the
date on the EPA letter to make the
changes to your application and resub-
mit it to EPA.

(c) Once the 90-day period ends, EPA
will begin the process to select a TAG
recipient, or, in the case of a single ap-
plicant, if, EPA does not receive a com-
plete application (meaning, an applica-
tion that does not have the changes
provided in the letter described in
paragraph (b) of this section), then
EPA will readvertise the fact that a
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TAG is available and the award process
will begin again.

§35.4155 How does EPA decide wheth-
er to award a TAG to our group?

Once EPA determines your group
meets the eligibility requirements in
§35.4020 the Agency considers whether
and how successfully your group meets
these criteria, each of which are of
equal weight:

(a) Representation of groups and in-
dividuals affected by the site;

(b) Your group’s plans to use the
services of a technical advisor through-
out the Superfund response action; and

(c) Your group’s ability and plan to
inform others in the community of the
information provided by the technical
advisor.

§35.4160 What does EPA do if more
than one group applies for a TAG at
the same site?

When multiple groups apply, EPA
will rank each applicant relative to
other applicants using the criteria in
§35.4155.

§35.4161 Does the TAG application
process affect the schedule for work
at my site?

No, the schedule for response activi-
ties at your site is not affected by the

TAG process.

§35.4165 When does EPA award a
TAG?

(a) EPA may award TAGs throughout
the Superfund process, including dur-
ing operation and maintenance, but we
will not award a TAG before the start
of your site’s response action if the site
is proposed for listing on the NPL.

(b) Based on the availability of funds,
EPA may delay awards of grants to
qualified applicants.

MANAGING YOUR TAG

§35.4170 What kinds of reporting does
EPA require?

There are several types of reports
you need to complete at various points
during the life of your group’s grant;
the number varies based on whether
you receive an advance payment:
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Type of report

Required information

Timing and frequency

(a) Federal Cash Transactions The amount of funds ad-

Report.

vanced to you or electroni-
cally transferred to your
bank account and how you
spent those funds.

Semiannually within 15
working days following the
end of the semiannual pe-
riod which ends June 30
and December 31 of each
year.

(b) Minority-Owned Business Whether

Enterprise/Women-Owned

Business Enterprise (MBE/

WBE) Utilization.

your group con-
tracted with a MBE/WBE in
the past Federal fiscal
year, the value of the con-
tract, if any, and the per-
centage of total project
dollars on MBE/WBEs.

Annually, even if no con-
tracts have been signed.

(c) Progress Report .................

Full description in chart or

narrative format of the
progress your group made
in relation to your ap-
proved schedule, budget
and the TAG project mile-
stones, including an expla-
nation of special problems
your group encountered.

Quarterly, within 45 days
after the end of each cal-
endar quarter.

(d) Financial Status Report ...

Status

of project’s funds
through identification of
project transactions and
within 90 days after the end
of your TAG’s funding pe-
riod.

Annually, within 90 days
after the anniversary date
of the start of your TAG
project.

(e) Final Report ...........c.cceeeee.

Description of project goals

and objectives, activities
undertaken to achieve
goals and objectives, dif-
ficulties encountered, tech-
nical advisors’ work prod-
ucts and funds spent.

Within 90 days after the end
of your project.

§35.4175 What other reporting and
record keeping requirements are
there?

In addition to the report require-
ments §35.4170 describes, EPA requires
your group to:

(a) Comply with any reporting re-
quirements in the terms and conditions
of the “‘grant agreement’’;

(b) Keep complete financial records
accurately showing how you used the
Federal funds and the match, whether
it is in the form of cash or in-kind as-
sistance; and

(c) Comply with any reporting and
record keeping requirements in OMB
Circular A-122 and 40 CFR part 30.

§35.4180 Must my group keep finan-
cial records after we finish our
TAG?

(@) You must keep TAG financial
records for ten years from the date of
the final Financial Status Report, or
until any audit, litigation, cost recov-
ery, and/or disputes initiated before the
end of the ten-year retention period are
settled, whichever, is longer.

(b) At the ten-year mark, you may
dispose of your TAG financial records
if you first get written approval from
EPA.

(c) If you prefer, you may submit the
financial records to EPA for safe-
keeping when you give us the final Fi-
nancial Status Report.
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